世界地理基本資料
Geography

· Total area: 510.072 million sq km (316.96 million sq mi). Land area: 148.94 million sq km (92.55 million sq mi). Water area: 361.132 million sq km (224.41 million sq mi). Coastline: 356,000 km (221,208 mi) Note: 70.8% of the world is water, 29.2% is land. 

· Land boundaries: 251,480.24 km (156,262.57 mi.), not counting shared boundaries twice. 

· Climate: Two large areas of polar climates are separated by two rather narrow temperate zones from a wide equatorial band of tropical to subtropical climates. 

· Terrain: Highest elevation is Mt. Everest at 8,850 m (29,035 ft) and lowest land depression is the Dead Sea at –411 m (–1,349 ft) below sea level. The greatest ocean depth is the Mariana Trench at 10,924 m in the Pacific Ocean. 

· Land use: Arable land: 10%. Permanent crops: 1%. Meadows and pastures: 26%. Forests and woodlands: 32%. Other: 31% (1993 est.). Irrigated land: 2,481,250 sq km (1,541,849 sq mi).

World Land Areas and Elevations

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Elevation, feet and meters

	Area 
	Approximate
land area
sq. km
	Approximate
land area
sq. mi. 
	Percentage
of total
land area 
	Highest 
	Lowest

	WORLD
	148,429,545 
	57,308,738
	100.0%
	Mt. Everest, Tibet-Nepal, 29,035 ft. 
(8,850 m)1
	Dead Sea, Israel-Jordan, 1,349 ft. below sea level (–411 m)

	ASIA (includes the 
Middle East)
	44,579,160
	17,212,041
	30.0 
	Mt. Everest, Tibet-Nepal, 29,035 ft. (8,850 m)
	Dead Sea, Israel-Jordan, 1,349 ft. below sea level (–411 m)

	AFRICA
	30,065,107
	11,608,156 
	20.3
	Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, 19,340 ft. (5,895 m)
	Lake Assal, Djibouti, 512 ft. below sea level (–156 m)

	NORTH AMERICA
	24,256,087
	9,365,290
	16.3
	Mt. McKinley, Alaska, 20,320 ft. 
(6,194 m)
	Death Valley, Calif., 282 ft. below sea level (–86 m)

	SOUTH AMERICA (includes Central America and the
Caribbean)
	17,819,065
	6,879,952
	12.0
	Mt. Aconcagua, Argentina, 
22,834 ft. 
(6,960 m)
	Valdes Peninsula, Argentina 131 ft. below sea level (–40 m)

	ANTARCTICA 
	13,209,047
	5,100,021
	8.9
	Vinson Massif, Ellsworth Mts., 16,066 ft. 
(4,897 m)
	Bentley Subglacial Trench, 8,327 ft. below sea level (–2,538 m)

	EUROPE (includes the recently independent states of the former Soviet Union)
	9,938,037
	3,837,082
	6.7
	Mt. Elbrus, Russia/Georgia, 18,510 ft. (5,642 m)
	Caspian Sea, Russia/Kazakhstan 92 ft. below sea level (–28 m)

	AUSTRALIA
(includes Oceania)
	7,687,027 
	2,967,966 
	5.2
	Mt. Kosciusko, Australia, 7,310 ft. (2,228 m)
	Lake Eyre, Australia, 52 ft. below sea level (–12 m)


1. The 1954 elevation of Everest, 29,028 ft. (8,848 m) was revised on Nov. 11, 1999, and now stands at 29,035 ft. (8,850 m).

Source: National Geographic Society.

Large Islands of the World

	 
	 
	Area

	Island 
	Location and political affiliation
	sq. mi. 
	sq. km

	Greenland 
	North Atlantic (Danish) 
	839,999 
	2,175,597

	New Guinea 
	Southwest Pacific (West Papua [Irian Jaya], Indonesia, western part; Papua New Guinea, eastern part) 
	316,615 
	820,033

	Borneo 
	West mid-Pacific (Indonesian, south part; Brunei and Malaysian, north part) 
	286,914 
	743,107

	Madagascar 
	Indian Ocean (Malagasy Republic) 
	226,657 
	587,042

	Baffin 
	North Atlantic (Canadian) 
	183,810 
	476,068

	Sumatra 
	Northeast Indian Ocean (Indonesian) 
	182,859 
	473,605

	Honshu 
	Sea of Japan–Pacific (Japanese) 
	88,925 
	230,316

	Great Britain 
	Off coast of NW Europe (England, Scotland, and Wales) 
	88,758 
	229,883

	Ellesmere 
	Arctic Ocean (Canadian) 
	82,119 
	212,688

	Victoria 
	Arctic Ocean (Canadian) 
	81,930 
	212,199

	Sulawesi (Celebes) 
	West mid-Pacific (Indonesian) 
	72,986 
	189,034

	South Island 
	South Pacific (New Zealand) 
	58,093 
	150,461

	Java 
	Indian Ocean (Indonesian) 
	48,990 
	126,884

	North Island 
	South Pacific (New Zealand) 
	44,281 
	114,688

	Cuba 
	Caribbean Sea (republic)
	44,218 
	114,525

	Newfoundland 
	North Atlantic (Canadian) 
	42,734 
	110,681

	Luzon 
	West mid-Pacific (Philippines) 
	40,420 
	104,688

	Iceland 
	North Atlantic (republic) 
	39,768 
	102,999

	Mindanao 
	West mid-Pacific (Philippines) 
	36,537 
	94,631

	Ireland 
	West of Great Britain (republic, south part; United Kingdom, north part) 
	32,597 
	84,426

	Hokkaido 
	Sea of Japan–Pacific (Japanese) 
	30,372 
	78,663

	Hispaniola 
	Caribbean Sea (Dominican Republic, east part; Haiti, west part) 
	29,355 
	76,029

	Tasmania 
	South of Australia (Australian) 
	26,215 
	67,897

	Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 
	Indian Ocean (republic) 
	25,332 
	65,610

	Sakhalin (Karafuto) 
	North of Japan (Russian) 
	24,560 
	63,610

	Banks 
	Arctic Ocean (Canadian) 
	23,230 
	60,166

	Devon 
	Arctic Ocean (Canadian) 
	20,861 
	54,030

	Tierra del Fuego 
	Southern tip of South America (Argentinian, east part; Chilean, west part) 
	18,605 
	48,187

	Kyushu 
	Sea of Japan–Pacific (Japanese) 
	16,223 
	42,018

	Melville 
	Arctic Ocean (Canadian) 
	16,141 
	41,805

	Axel Heiberg 
	Arctic Ocean (Canadian) 
	15,779 
	40,868

	Southampton 
	Hudson Bay (Canadian) 
	15,700 
	40,663


NOTE: Australia is not included in this list because it is defined as a continent rather than an island.



Oceans and Seas

	Name 
	Area 
	Average
depth 
	Greatest known
depth 
	Place of
greatest known depth

	
	sq. mi. 
	sq. km 
	ft. 
	m
	ft.
	m
	

	Pacific Ocean
	155,557,000
	60,060,900
	13,215 
	4,028 
	36,198 
	11,033 
	Mariana Trench

	Atlantic Ocean 
	76,762,000
	29,638,000
	12,880 
	3,926 
	30,246 
	9,219 
	Puerto Rico Trench

	Indian Ocean 
	68,556,000
	26,469,600
	13,002 
	3,963 
	24,460 
	7,455 
	Sunda Trench

	Southern Ocean1
	20,327,000
	7,848,300
	13,100–16,400
	4,000–5,000
	23,736
	7,235
	South Sandwich Trench

	Arctic Ocean 
	14,056,000
	5,427,050
	3,953 
	1,205 
	18,456 
	5,625 
	77°45'N; 175°W

	Mediterranean Sea2 
	1,145,100 
	2,965,800 
	4,688 
	1,429 
	15,197 
	4,632 
	Off Cape Matapan, Greece

	Caribbean Sea 
	1,049,500 
	2,718,200 
	8,685 
	2,647 
	22,788 
	6,946 
	Off Cayman Islands

	South China Sea 
	895,400 
	2,319,000 
	5,419 
	1,652 
	16,456 
	5,016 
	West of Luzon

	Bering Sea 
	884,900 
	2,291,900 
	5,075 
	1,547 
	15,659 
	4,773 
	Off Buldir Island

	Gulf of Mexico 
	615,000 
	1,592,800 
	4,874 
	1,486 
	12,425 
	3,787 
	Sigsbee Deep

	Okhotsk Sea 
	613,800 
	1,589,700 
	2,749 
	838 
	12,001 
	3,658 
	146°10'E; 46°50'N

	East China Sea 
	482,300 
	1,249,200 
	617 
	188 
	9,126 
	2,782 
	25°16'N; 125°E

	Hudson Bay 
	475,800 
	1,232,300 
	420 
	128 
	600 
	183 
	Near entrance

	Japan Sea 
	389,100 
	1,007,800 
	4,429 
	1,350 
	12,276 
	3,742 
	Central Basin

	Andaman Sea 
	308,100 
	797,700 
	2,854 
	870 
	12,392 
	3,777 
	Off Car Nicobar Island

	North Sea 
	222,100 
	575,200 
	308 
	94 
	2,165 
	660 
	Skagerrak

	Red Sea
	169,100 
	438,000 
	1,611 
	491 
	7,254 
	2,211 
	Off Port Sudan

	Baltic Sea 
	163,000 
	422,200 
	180 
	55 
	1,380 
	421 
	Off Gotland


1. A decision by the International Hydrographic Organization in spring 2000 delimited a fifth world ocean.

2. Includes Black Sea and Sea of Azov.

Large Lakes of the World

	 
	Area 
	Length 
	Maximum depth

	Name and location 
	sq. mi. 
	km 
	mi. 
	km 
	ft.
	m

	Caspian Sea, Azerbaijan-Russia-
  Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran1 
	152,239 
	394,299 
	745 
	1,199 
	3,104 
	946

	Superior, U.S.-Canada 
	31,820 
	82,414 
	383 
	616 
	1,333 
	406

	Victoria, Tanzania-Uganda 
	26,828 
	69,485 
	200 
	322 
	270 
	82

	Huron, U.S.-Canada 
	23,010 
	59,596 
	247 
	397 
	750 
	229

	Michigan, U.S. 
	22,400 
	58,016 
	321 
	517 
	923 
	281

	Aral, Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan 
	13,000
	33,800 
	266 
	428 
	223 
	68

	Tanganyika, Tanzania-Congo
	12,700 
	32,893 
	420 
	676 
	4,708 
	1,435

	Baikal, Russia 
	12,162 
	31,500 
	395 
	636 
	5,712 
	1,741

	Great Bear, Canada 
	12,000 
	31,080 
	232 
	373 
	270 
	82

	Nyasa, Malawi-Mozambique-Tanzania 
	11,600 
	30,044 
	360 
	579 
	2,316 
	706

	Great Slave, Canada 
	11,170 
	28,930 
	298 
	480 
	2,015 
	614

	Chad,2 Chad-Niger-Nigeria 
	9,946 
	25,760 
	— 
	— 
	23 
	7

	Erie, U.S.-Canada 
	9,930 
	25,719 
	241 
	388 
	210 
	64

	Winnipeg, Canada 
	9,094 
	23,553 
	264 
	425 
	204 
	62

	Ontario, U.S.-Canada 
	7,520 
	19,477 
	193 
	311 
	778 
	237

	Balkhash, Kazakhstan 
	7,115 
	18,428 
	376 
	605 
	87 
	27

	Ladoga, Russia 
	7,000 
	18,130 
	124 
	200 
	738 
	225

	Onega, Russia 
	3,819 
	9,891 
	154 
	248 
	361 
	110

	Titicaca, Bolivia-Peru 
	3,141 
	8,135 
	110 
	177 
	1,214 
	370

	Nicaragua, Nicaragua 
	3,089 
	8,001 
	110 
	177 
	230 
	70

	Athabaska, Canada 
	3,058 
	7,920 
	208 
	335 
	407 
	124

	Rudolf, Kenya 
	2,473 
	6,405 
	154 
	248 
	— 
	—

	Reindeer, Canada 
	2,444 
	6,330 
	152 
	245 
	— 
	—

	Eyre, South Australia 
	2,4003 
	6,216 
	130 
	209 
	varies 
	varies

	Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan 
	2,394 
	6,200 
	113 
	182 
	2,297 
	700

	Urmia,2 Iran 
	2,317 
	6,001 
	81 
	130 
	49 
	15

	Torrens, South Australia 
	2,200 
	5,698 
	130 
	209 
	— 
	—

	Vänern, Sweden 
	2,141 
	5,545 
	87 
	140 
	322 
	98

	Winnipegosis, Canada 
	2,086 
	5,403 
	152 
	245 
	59 
	18

	Mobutu Sese Seko, Uganda 
	2,046 
	5,299 
	100 
	161 
	180 
	55

	Nettilling, Baffin Island, Canada 
	1,950 
	5,051 
	70 
	113 
	— 
	—

	Nipigon, Canada 
	1,870 
	4,843 
	72 
	116 
	— 
	—

	Manitoba, Canada 
	1,817 
	4,706 
	140 
	225 
	22 
	7

	Great Salt, U.S. 
	1,800 
	4,662 
	75 
	121 
	15–25 
	5–8

	Kioga, Uganda 
	1,700 
	4,403 
	50 
	80 
	about 30 
	9


NOTE: area more than 1,700 sq. mi.

1. The Caspian Sea is called “sea” because the Romans, finding it salty, named it Mare Caspium. Many geographers, however, consider it a lake because it is land-locked.

2. Figures represent high-water data.

3. Varies with the rainfall of the wet season. It has been reported to dry up almost completely on occasion.


Principal Rivers of the World

(See Rivers of the United States for other U.S. rivers.)

	 
	 
	 
	Approx. length

	River 
	Source 
	Outflow 
	mi.
	km

	Nile 
	Tributaries of Lake Victoria, Africa 
	Mediterranean Sea 
	4,180 
	6,690

	Amazon 
	Glacier-fed lakes, Peru 
	Atlantic Ocean 
	3,912 
	6,296

	Mississippi-Missouri-
  Red Rock 
	Source of Red Rock, Montana 
	Gulf of Mexico 
	3,710 
	5,970

	Chang Jiang (Yangtze) 
	Tibetan plateau, China 
	China Sea 
	3,602 
	5,797

	Ob 
	Altai Mts., Russia 
	Gulf of Ob 
	3,459 
	5,567

	Huang Ho (Yellow) 
	Eastern part of Kunlan Mts., West China 
	Gulf of Chihli 
	2,900 
	4,667

	Yenisei 
	Tannu-Ola Mts., western Tuva, Russia 
	Arctic Ocean 
	2,800 
	4,506

	Paraná 
	Confluence of Paranaiba and Grande rivers 
	Río de la Plata 
	2,795 
	4,498

	Irtish 
	Altai Mts., Russia 
	Ob River 
	2,758 
	4,438

	Zaire (Congo) 
	Confluence of Lualab and Luapula rivers, Congo
	Atlantic Ocean 
	2,716 
	4,371

	Heilong (Amur) 
	Confluence of Shilka (Russia) and Argun (Manchuria) rivers 
	Tatar Strait 
	2,704 
	4,352

	Lena 
	Baikal Mts., Russia 
	Arctic Ocean 
	2,652 
	4,268

	Mackenzie 
	Head of Finlay River, British Columbia, Canada 
	Beaufort Sea
  (Arctic Ocean) 
	2,635 
	4,241

	Niger 
	Guinea 
	Gulf of Guinea 
	2,600 
	4,184

	Mekong 
	Tibetan highlands 
	South China Sea 
	2,500 
	4,023

	Mississippi 
	Lake Itasca, Minnesota 
	Gulf of Mexico 
	2,348 
	3,779

	Missouri 
	Confluence of Jefferson, Gallatin, and Madison rivers, Montana 
	Mississippi River 
	2,315 
	3,726

	Volga 
	Valdai plateau, Russia 
	Caspian Sea 
	2,291 
	3,687

	Madeira 
	Confluence of Beni and Maumoré rivers, Bolivia–Brazil boundary 
	Amazon River 
	2,012 
	3,238

	Purus 
	Peruvian Andes 
	Amazon River 
	1,993 
	3,207

	São Francisco 
	Southwest Minas Gerais, Brazil 
	Atlantic Ocean 
	1,987 
	3,198

	Yukon 
	Junction of Lewes and Pelly rivers, Yukon Territory, Canada 
	Bering Sea 
	1,979 
	3,185

	St. Lawrence 
	Lake Ontario 
	Gulf of St. Lawrence 
	1,900 
	3,058

	Rio Grande 
	San Juan Mts., Colorado 
	Gulf of Mexico 
	1,885 
	3,034

	Brahmaputra 
	Himalayas 
	Ganges River 
	1,800 
	2,897

	Indus 
	Himalayas 
	Arabian Sea 
	1,800 
	2,897

	Danube 
	Black Forest, Germany 
	Black Sea 
	1,766 
	2,842

	Euphrates 
	Confluence of Murat Nehri and Kara Su rivers, Turkey 
	Shatt-al-Arab 
	1,739 
	2,799

	Darling 
	Central part of Eastern Highlands, Australia 
	Murray River 
	1,702 
	2,739

	Zambezi 
	11°21'S, 24°22'E, Zambia 
	Mozambique Channel 
	1,700 
	2,736

	Tocantins 
	Goiás, Brazil 
	Pará River 
	1,677 
	2,699

	Murray 
	Australian Alps, New South Wales 
	Indian Ocean 
	1,609 
	2,589

	Nelson 
	Head of Bow River, western Alberta, Canada 
	Hudson Bay 
	1,600 
	2,575

	Paraguay 
	Mato Grosso, Brazil 
	Paraná River 
	1,584 
	2,549

	Ural 
	Southern Ural Mts., Russia 
	Caspian Sea 
	1,574 
	2,533

	Ganges 
	Himalayas 
	Bay of Bengal 
	1,557 
	2,506

	Amu Darya (Oxus) 
	Nicholas Range, Pamir Mts., Turkmenistan 
	Aral Sea 
	1,500 
	2,414

	Japurá 
	Andes, Colombia 
	Amazon River 
	1,500 
	2,414

	Salween 
	Tibet, south of Kunlun Mts. 
	Gulf of Martaban 
	1,500 
	2,414

	Arkansas 
	Central Colorado 
	Mississippi River 
	1,459 
	2,348

	Colorado 
	Grand County, Colorado 
	Gulf of California 
	1,450 
	2,333

	Dnieper 
	Valdai Hills, Russia 
	Black Sea 
	1,419 
	2,284

	Ohio-Allegheny 
	Potter County, Pennsylvania 
	Mississippi River 
	1,306 
	2,102

	Irrawaddy 
	Confluence of Nmai and Mali rivers, northeast Burma 
	Bay of Bengal 
	1,300 
	2,092

	Orange 
	Lesotho 
	Atlantic Ocean 
	1,300 
	2,092

	Orinoco 
	Serra Parima Mts., Venezuela 
	Atlantic Ocean 
	1,281 
	2,062

	Pilcomayo 
	Andes Mts., Bolivia 
	Paraguay River 
	1,242 
	1,999

	Xi Jiang (Si Kiang) 
	Eastern Yunnan Province, China 
	China Sea 
	1,236 
	1,989

	Columbia 
	Columbia Lake, British Columbia, Canada 
	Pacific Ocean 
	1,232 
	1,983

	Don 
	Tula, Russia 
	Sea of Azov 
	1,223 
	1,968

	Sungari 
	China–North Korea boundary 
	Amur River 
	1,215 
	1,955

	Saskatchewan 
	Canadian Rocky Mts. 
	Lake Winnipeg 
	1,205 
	1,939

	Peace 
	Stikine Mts., British Columbia, Canada 
	Great Slave River 
	1,195 
	1,923

	Tigris 
	Taurus Mts., Turkey 
	Shatt-al-Arab 
	1,180 
	1,899


Principal Deserts of the World

Deserts are arid regions, generally receiving less than ten inches of precipitation a year, or regions where the potential evaporation rate is twice as great as the precipitation.

The world's deserts are divided into four categories. Subtropical deserts are the hottest, with parched terrain and rapid evaporation. Although cool coastal deserts are located within the same latitudes as subtropical deserts, the average temperature is much cooler because of frigid offshore ocean currents. Cold winter deserts are marked by stark temperature differences from season to season, ranging from 100° F (38° C) in the summer to 10° F (–12° C) in the winter. Polar regions are also considered to be deserts because nearly all moisture in these areas is locked up in the form of ice.

	Desert
	Location
	Size
	Topography

	SUBTROPICAL DESERTS

	Sahara
	Morocco, Western Sahara, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Chad, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia
	3.5 million sq. mi.
	70% gravel plains, sand, and dunes. Contrary to popular belief, the desert is only 30% sand. The world's largest nonpolar desert gets its name from the Arabic word Sahra', meaning desert

	Arabian 
	Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Oman, Yemen
	1 million sq. mi.
	Gravel plains, rocky highlands; one-fourth is the Rub al-Khali (“Empty Quarter”), the world's largest expanse of unbroken sand

	Kalahari 
	Botswana, South Africa, Namibia
	220,000 sq. mi.
	Sand sheets, longitudinal dunes

	Australian Desert
	 
	 
	 

	  Gibson
	Australia (southern portion of the Western Desert)
	120,000 sq. mi.
	Sandhills, gravel, grass. These three regions of desert are collectively referred to as the Great Western Desert—otherwise known as “the Outback.” Contains Ayers Rock, or Uluru, one of the world's largest monoliths

	  Great Sandy
	Australia (northern portion of the Western Desert)
	150,000 sq. mi.
	

	  Great Victoria
	Australia (southernmost portion of the Western Desert)
	250,000 sq. mi.
	

	  Simpson and 
    Sturt Stony
	Australia (eastern half of the continent)
	56,000 sq. mi. 
	Simpson's straight, parallel sand dunes are the longest in the world—up to 125 mi. Encompasses the Stewart Stony Desert, named for the Australian explorer

	Mojave 
	U.S.: Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, California
	54,000 sq. mi.
	Mountain chains, dry alkaline lake beds, calcium carbonate dunes

	Sonoran
	U.S.: Arizona, California; Mexico
	120,000 sq. mi.
	Basins and plains bordered by mountain ridges; home to the Saguaro cactus

	Chihuahuan
	Mexico; southwestern U.S.
	175,000 sq. mi. 
	Shrub desert; largest in North America

	Thar
	India, Pakistan
	175,000 sq. mi.
	Rocky sand and sand dunes

	COOL COASTAL DESERTS

	Namib
	Angola, Namibia, South Africa
	13,000 sq. mi.
	Gravel plains

	Atacama
	Chile
	54,000 sq. mi.
	Salt basins, sand, lava; world's driest desert

	COLD WINTER DESERTS

	Great Basin
	U.S.: Nevada, Oregon, Utah
	190,000 sq. mi.
	Mountain ridges, valleys, 1% sand dunes

	Colorado Plateau
	U.S.: Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming
	130,000 sq. mi.
	Sedimentary rock, mesas, and plateaus—includes the Grand Canyon and is also called the “Painted Desert” because of the spectacular colors in its rocks and canyons

	Patagonian
	Argentina
	260,000 sq. mi.
	Gravel plains, plateaus, basalt sheets

	Kara-Kum 
	Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan
	135,000 sq. mi.
	90% gray layered sand—name means “black sand”

	Kyzyl-Kum 
	Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan
	115,000 sq. mi.
	Sands, rock—name means “red sand”

	Iranian
	Iran
	100,000 sq. mi.
	Salt, gravel, rock

	Taklamakan
	China
	105,000 sq. mi.
	Sand, dunes, gravel

	Gobi
	China, Mongolia
	500,000 sq. mi.
	Stony, sandy soil, steppes (dry grasslands)

	POLAR

	Arctic
	U.S., Canada, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Russia
	 
	Snow, glaciers, tundra

	Antarctic
	Antarctica
	5.4 million sq. mi.
	Ice, snow, bedrock



Large Lakes of the World

	 
	Area 
	Length 
	Maximum depth

	Name and location 
	sq. mi. 
	km 
	mi. 
	km 
	ft.
	m

	Caspian Sea, Azerbaijan-Russia-
  Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran1 
	152,239 
	394,299 
	745 
	1,199 
	3,104 
	946

	Superior, U.S.-Canada 
	31,820 
	82,414 
	383 
	616 
	1,333 
	406

	Victoria, Tanzania-Uganda 
	26,828 
	69,485 
	200 
	322 
	270 
	82

	Huron, U.S.-Canada 
	23,010 
	59,596 
	247 
	397 
	750 
	229

	Michigan, U.S. 
	22,400 
	58,016 
	321 
	517 
	923 
	281

	Aral, Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan 
	13,000
	33,800 
	266 
	428 
	223 
	68

	Tanganyika, Tanzania-Congo
	12,700 
	32,893 
	420 
	676 
	4,708 
	1,435

	Baikal, Russia 
	12,162 
	31,500 
	395 
	636 
	5,712 
	1,741

	Great Bear, Canada 
	12,000 
	31,080 
	232 
	373 
	270 
	82

	Nyasa, Malawi-Mozambique-Tanzania 
	11,600 
	30,044 
	360 
	579 
	2,316 
	706

	Great Slave, Canada 
	11,170 
	28,930 
	298 
	480 
	2,015 
	614

	Chad,2 Chad-Niger-Nigeria 
	9,946 
	25,760 
	— 
	— 
	23 
	7

	Erie, U.S.-Canada 
	9,930 
	25,719 
	241 
	388 
	210 
	64

	Winnipeg, Canada 
	9,094 
	23,553 
	264 
	425 
	204 
	62

	Ontario, U.S.-Canada 
	7,520 
	19,477 
	193 
	311 
	778 
	237

	Balkhash, Kazakhstan 
	7,115 
	18,428 
	376 
	605 
	87 
	27

	Ladoga, Russia 
	7,000 
	18,130 
	124 
	200 
	738 
	225

	Onega, Russia 
	3,819 
	9,891 
	154 
	248 
	361 
	110

	Titicaca, Bolivia-Peru 
	3,141 
	8,135 
	110 
	177 
	1,214 
	370

	Nicaragua, Nicaragua 
	3,089 
	8,001 
	110 
	177 
	230 
	70

	Athabaska, Canada 
	3,058 
	7,920 
	208 
	335 
	407 
	124

	Rudolf, Kenya 
	2,473 
	6,405 
	154 
	248 
	— 
	—

	Reindeer, Canada 
	2,444 
	6,330 
	152 
	245 
	— 
	—

	Eyre, South Australia 
	2,4003 
	6,216 
	130 
	209 
	varies 
	varies

	Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan 
	2,394 
	6,200 
	113 
	182 
	2,297 
	700

	Urmia,2 Iran 
	2,317 
	6,001 
	81 
	130 
	49 
	15

	Torrens, South Australia 
	2,200 
	5,698 
	130 
	209 
	— 
	—

	Vänern, Sweden 
	2,141 
	5,545 
	87 
	140 
	322 
	98

	Winnipegosis, Canada 
	2,086 
	5,403 
	152 
	245 
	59 
	18

	Mobutu Sese Seko, Uganda 
	2,046 
	5,299 
	100 
	161 
	180 
	55

	Nettilling, Baffin Island, Canada 
	1,950 
	5,051 
	70 
	113 
	— 
	—

	Nipigon, Canada 
	1,870 
	4,843 
	72 
	116 
	— 
	—

	Manitoba, Canada 
	1,817 
	4,706 
	140 
	225 
	22 
	7

	Great Salt, U.S. 
	1,800 
	4,662 
	75 
	121 
	15–25 
	5–8

	Kioga, Uganda 
	1,700 
	4,403 
	50 
	80 
	about 30 
	9


NOTE: area more than 1,700 sq. mi.

1. The Caspian Sea is called “sea” because the Romans, finding it salty, named it Mare Caspium. Many geographers, however, consider it a lake because it is land-locked.

2. Figures represent high-water data.

3. Varies with the rainfall of the wet season. It has been reported to dry up almost completely on occasion.

